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NOTES. 



THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
STATISTICAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, 1909. 

The Twelfth Session of the International Statistical Institute oc- 
curred in Paris, July 4-10, 1909. In fact, it was opened informally on 
the evening of the 3d, when M. Levasseur gave a private reception to 
the members at the College de France. 

The Institute was saddened by the death of its president, the dis- 
tinguished Austrian, Dr. Karl Theodor von Inama-Sternegg, who since 
the death of its first president, Sir Rawson Rawson, in 1899, had presided 
over its deliberations. The duties of the presidency fell upon the vice- 
presidents, MM. Levasseur, Lexis, and Troinitsky, and especially upon 
M. Levasseur, as senior vice-president, chairman of the Committee of 
Organization and administrator of the College de France. 

There were present 82 members of the Institute and 70 invited guests, 
or a total of 152, 54 of whom were official delegates from their respective 
governments, 31 members of the Institute, and 23 invited guests. Those 
who attended from the United States were Dr. W. R. Batt, Dr. W. H. 
Guilfoy, Dr. F. L. Pleadwell, Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur, Mr. W. F. Willcox, 
and Mr. .F. L. Hoffman, the first five being delegates on the part of 
the Government to the International Commission for the Decennial 
Revision of the Classification of Diseases and Causes of Death which 
convened in Paris just before the session of the Institute, and the last 
two attending the session of the Institute as delegates from the United 
States. 

The session opened formally on the morning of July 4, in the splendid 
Amphitheatre of the Sorbonne, under the presidency of the Minister of 
Labor, M. Ren6 Viviani, who welcomed the Institute in the name of the 
French Government. He paid fitting tribute to the deceased president, 
and dwelt upon the important relations between statistics and legis- 
lation. 

M. Levasseur, as senior vice-president, responded on behalf of the 
Institute. His address dealt particularly with the responsibility of 
statisticians. He also referred to the deaths which had occurred in 
the ranks of the members since the preceding session; namely, those of 
Dr. von Inama-Sternegg, Professor Kauss, Mr. Hendriks, Mr. Wilson 
Fox, and Mr. Carroll D. Wright. Following this address, Dr. Lexis 
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read a paper on "Economic Crises." The meeting concluded with the 
organization of four sections: I. Methods and Mathematical Statistics; 
II. Demography; III. Economic Statistics; IV. Social Statistics. The 
section on Methods and Mathematical Statistics was an innovation, in- 
augurated mainly through the efforts of M. Lucien March. 

Section I. was presided over by Professor Edgeworth as president and 
Signor Perozzo as vice-president. A paper by M. Waxweiler discussed 
the various fields in which statistics are now used, comprising meteo- 
rology, anthropology, psychology and biology, as well as economics. On 
his motion the section recommended that courses in the theory of statis- 
tics should be introduced into the programmes of work in biology and 
psychology, as well as in the social sciences. As a result, a committee on 
the teaching of statistics was appointed later in the session, with Mr. 
Bowley as chairman. As the outcome of a paper by M. March, "On the 
Application of Mathematical Processes to the Comparison of Statistics," 
a committee was appointed on technical methods of statistical comparison. 
Papers were also read in this section by Professor Edgeworth, on "The 
Applications of the Calculus of Probabilities to Statistics"; by Mr. 
Yule, on "The Applications of the Theory of Correlation to Social Statis- 
tics "; by Signor Perozzo, on "The Determination of the Age Distribution 
of Married Couples, given the Distribution of Ages at Marriage and the 
Law of Mortality"; and by M. Borel, on "Differential Methods." 

In Section II. — Demography — Professor von Mayr was chosen presi- 
dent and Dr. Bertillon, vice-president. In reporting for the committee 
on the statistics of tuberculosis, Professor Lexis suggested that, in cases 
of death from that disease, inquiry should be made whether any other 
member of the family had died of the disease and that deaths should 
be classified according to the housing conditions of the family. The 
relation between tuberculosis and alcoholism in the various departments 
of France was discussed by M. Bertillon. He showed that the depart- 
ments of northern and north-western France, where beer and cider are 
the common drinks and where the per capita consumption of alcohol is 
greatest, are just the departments in which tuberculosis is most prev- 
alent. M. Nicolai presented the report of the committee on the fecun- 
dity of marriages and the number of children to a family. After re- 
counting the resolutions adopted by the Institute at Copenhagen in 
1907, he stated that the committee had prepared three models of ques- 
tions and drafts of twelve tables. He said that the committee did not 
expect to impose the tables which it had outlined; it desired merely 
that the Institute should recommend them to statisticians. The in- 
quiries recommended allow the establishment of distinctions in the cen- 
suses. The committee, he said, would be happy to see an attempt 
made at the distribution of families into social groups. Other papers 
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presented wore: "Infant Mortality in France and in the Netherlands," by 
M. Huber and M. Methorst, respectively; "Urban Populations," by M. 
Meuriot; "The Census of Tokio and Kobe," by Mr. Yanagasawa; 
"Marriage and Divorce Statistics of the United States," by Mr. Willcox; 
"Statistics of the Blind," by Professor von Juraschek; and "The Dis- 
tribution of the Sexes of Consecutive Children of the Same Mother," by 
M. March. 

In Section III. — Economic Statistics — M. Yves Guyot was chosen 
president and M. Raffalovich vice-president. M. Levasseur made a 
report on the course of corn prices in the various countries, and, after 
considerable discussionythe question was again referred to the Committee 
on Corn Prices. It was decided to get information as to the method of 
collecting data of prices in the United States and Canada, and some sug- 
gestions looking toward international uniformity were made. M. Raffa- 
lovich presented the report for the committee which had been appointed 
at Copenhagen to investigate bounties and subventions given by the dif- 
ferent governments to navigation, commerce, agriculture, and industry. 
It was decided to continue the investigation. Mr. Kiaer made a report 
on the social distribution of incomes, and it was voted to continue this 
investigation further by means of a committee. A committee was also 
appointed to consider the establishment of a statistical record of state 
and municipal industrial undertakings. A communication was read by 
M. Bertillon on international statistics of inheritances. After a study of 
the statistics of France, Italy, England, Spain, Holland, and Rumania, 
he concluded that the proportion of persons leaving property at death is 
greatest in France. He raised the question as to whether the state of 
prosperity revealed in France by this study may not be one of the deter- 
mining causes of the low birth-rate. In all of the principal countries, 
except Holland, small inheritances form the majority. He declared the 
statistics to be interesting for more than one reason, but that they could 
not be considered an index of the distribution of wealth. A paper was 
read by M. de Wendrich on " The Statistics of International Transporta- 
tion." Though recognizing the difficulty of the undertaking, Mr. Zahn 
thought the Institute should make an attempt to secure statistics show- 
ing the financial systems, receipts, expenditures, liabilities, and wealth 
of all nations. After some discussion a committee was appointed to 
study the ways and means of establishing comparable international 
financial statistics, commencing with public expenditure. 

The President and Vice-President of Section IV. — Social Statistics — 
were respectively MM. Delatour and Mataja. The Committee on Sta- 
tistics of Industrial Accidents presented its report through M. Fuster. 
Considerable discussion followed, opinions differing about the possibility 
and desirability of securing greater details. Three forms of return sug- 
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gested by the committeee were adopted "in principle." These and 
other proposals submitted to the General Assembly were indorsed by 
it, and the committee was requested to confer with the permanent Com- 
mittee on Social Assurance and to report at the next session. 

A report was given by M. de Lannoy on recent progress in criminal 
statistics in Belgium. M. Tissier reported reforms in criminal statis- 
tics of France, and M. Methorst spoke for the Netherlands. 

Proofs of the first edition of a technological dictionary of industries 
and occupations, prepared by a committee appointed at the Copen- 
hagen session, were presented. The work was undertaken by the 
French Government with the assistance of members from other coun- 
tries, the work being published in French, English, and German. It 
was carried through chiefly by M. March, Dr. van der Borght and 
M. Huber. 

A committee was appointed in 1907 to prepare a dictionary of sta- 
tistical terms in official publications. The committee reported that 
the first step was to prepare a list of all the terms used in the social 
sciences with the synonyms of each in the several languages, and after 
discussion the committeee was requested to prepare such a list of the 
terms constituting the statistical vocabulary. 

Dr. van der Borght made an important suggestion for the establish- 
ment of an International Statistical Office under the direction of the 
Institute, by which a periodical bulletin should be published, giving 
in summary the important statistics of the various countries. He asked 
that a committee be appointed to investigate and report on this propo- 
sition. After considerable discussion a committee was elected by 
ballot as follows: MM. Bodio, van der Borght, Fontaine, de Foville, 
Guillaume, Hanabusa, Julin, von Juraschek, Kiaer, Lange, Mandello, 
March, von Mayr, Raffalovich, Rew, Sir Llewellyn Smith, Sundbarg, 
de Vargha, Verrijn Stuart, Willcox, and Zolotareff. The committee or- 
ganized by choosing M. de Foville as chairman, M. von Juraschek as 
vice-chairman, and as reporters MM. van der Borght and Mandello. 

The only American before the Institute as a candidate for member- 
ship, Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur, Chief Statistician for Vital Statistics in the 
Bureau of the Census, was elected. 

The social events which add so much to the delight and also to the 
value of these biennial sessions, bringing together in frank and friendly 
intercourse many who before had been merely names to each other, 
were provided with the lavish and brilliant hospitality of which Paris 
and France are the synonym. A bald catalogue of them is all that can 
be added here. After the opening session on Sunday, July 4, the mem- 
bers and guests of the Institute with their ladies were received at the 
Palace of the Elysee by the President of the Republic and Madame 
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Failures. On Monday evening the Committee of Organization gave a 
dinner. On Tuesday, after the general session of the morning, there 
was an excursion by rail to the beautiful chateau and Museum of Chan- 
tilly, luncheon being served on the way thither and tea on the return 
trip. On Wednesday the President of the Republic entertained some 
threescore guests at luncheon, and in the evening the Statistical Society 
of Paris held a session, followed by a banquet at which it was the host. 
On Thursday the scientific sessions were interrupted to give opportunity 
for a trip by special train to Rouen. After luncheon there the party 
divided into squads to see some of the delightful attractions in and near 
the ancient capital of Normandy, returning in the evening to Paris for 
a late reception at the palace of Prince Roland Bonaparte. On Friday 
after the sessions there was a brilliant reception at the Bank of France, 
followed by a gala-night at the opera, where "Samson et Dalila" was 
presented in honor of the guests. On Saturday the Society of Political 
Economy of Paris celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary by a luncheon 
at the Pre Catelan; the Municipality of Paris in its turn received the 
guests at the Hotel de Ville; and in the evening the farewell dinner 
was given by the Committee of Organization. 

The three recent meetings of the Institute, at Berlin, London, and 
Paris, have all been marked by a brilliant profusion of social festivities, 
of which the foregoing enumeration conveys only a faint idea. They 
have been so devised and executed as by the very perfection of their 
arrangements to obscure the enormous labor involved in their prepara- 
tion. In this respect the session at Paris, although unsurpassed by its 
predecessors, was yet obliged to follow in the lines they had laid down. 
In one particular it was unique, the personality of M. Levasseur. 
Whether he was presenting a scientific report at a section meeting, pre- 
siding over the general assembly, responding in the name of the Insti- 
tute to the speech of welcome with a voice that perfectly filled the great 
amphitheatre of the Sorbonne, replying to a toast at a banquet, greet- 
ing old friends and making new ones at the social festivities, or welcoming 
all to his home at the informal reception which preceded the formal 
gathering, he exemplified the matchless charm of the French language 
in the hands of a master, the perfect hospitality and tact in which his 
nation are unrivalled, and the marvellous vigor which carried his more 
than fourscore years as if they weighed not a feather. The unique 
impression carried away from the session at Paris was the stimulus 
and the benediction all received from the senior vice-president. 

Walteb F. Willcox. 



